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Water Supply and Streamflow Conditions:  

Issued:  August 20, 2010
The effect of the dry July weather on river levels is continuing to be demonstrated in the northern half of British Columbia.  A high pressure ridge over the province brought dry, above average, and in some cases record-setting temperatures for most areas of British Columbia during the past week.  River levels in the north continue to fall and in many cases are at or near historic lows.  Water levels for some areas of the south interior are continuing to fall and may approach levels of concern towards the end of August.  Generally, rivers on the south coast and the south eastern region are at normal levels.  Areas of concern are:

Extremely dry (near or below previously recorded low for the date)
· Peace River tributaries:, Moberly, Pine, Kiskatinaw, Halfway, Finlay, Ospika, Omineca, Mesilinka and Osilinka, and Nation rivers
· Liard River

Dry to Very dry (10-20 year return period low flow)

· Quesnel and Horsefly rivers

· Skeena and Stikine rivers

· Fraser River mainstem downstream of the confluence with the McGregor River

Streamflow Conditions:

In Northern B.C., river levels are well below normal.  In the Peace region, most tributaries are near or at record minimum low flows for this time of year.  In the far Northeast, the Liard River has now also fallen to historic low flows.  On the North Coast, the Skeena and Stikine rivers are below a 20-year return period low flow.  
Flows along the mainstem of the Fraser River downstream of the confluence of the McGregor River are at 10-year return period low flows.  In the Central Interior, the Cariboo region is also dry with the Quesnel and Horsefly rivers between 10-20 year return period low flows.  In contrast, streams in the Chilcotin region are generally between median and 5-year return period low flows.  
In the Thompson River area, water levels on most streams are between median and 5-year return period low flows, although the upper Salmon River at Falkland is now below normal.  Similar conditions are present in the Similkameen and Okanagan region, with most streams between median and 5-year return period low flows.  Exceptions are Vaseux, Coldstream, and Mission creeks which are approaching 10-year return period low flows.  
In the Kootenay and Columbia areas, streamflow conditions are generally slightly below normal for this time of year. 

On Vancouver Island, most river levels on the north island are above average, and streams on the south island are normal for this time of year.  On the South Coast mainland, river levels are at or above average for this time of year.  

Outlook:

The high pressure ridge over the province last week has now been replaced with a trough of low pressure which is expected to persist over the weekend.  Rain and showers have been recorded in the far north and northeast corner of BC over the past couple of days, but little precipitation has fallen in the Peace region.  The weather forecast for the weekend is for generally below average temperatures, with showers or cloudy conditions for most of the province.  The cooler conditions and light precipitation may help to stabilize river levels, but are not likely to produce significant improvement.  Typically, streamflow levels in all parts of B.C. can be expected to recede during the summer months unless rainfall is above normal.

